MUSKOKA ZONE PROFILE


When asked by Ontario Division if we were up to the challenge of submitting a profile of our zone for their next newsletter we thought yeah!!! It’s about time we blow our horn just a little, and let all you big guns out there know just who we are. We are Muskoka Zone. A small but very active part of the Division, situated in the middle of cottage country Muskoka.

This is a special year for us as we celebrate Muskoka Zones’ Twentieth Anniversary. There is at least one original active member, Mark Hutley, plus many long-term active members that are all good friends as well as patrollers.

This season 2001-2002 we are proud to stand at 34 active members including 9 Instructors, 6 of which are F/A Examiners, 2 O/H Examiners, 6 1st year patrollers, 3 returnees that have moved into the area, and the rest being regular Muskoka returnees. We service two areas, Hidden Valley Highlands Ski Area and Arrowhead Provincial Park. We have 1 full-time Nordic and 2 dual (Nordic/Alpine) patrollers that service Arrowhead Provincial Park.

Our biggest initiative for this season is the acquisition of our own Patrol Room/Trailer. We have found the current Patrol Room just not roomy enough for all our gear let alone a toboggan and casualty in the middle of the floor. If you have been in our room you know what I mean!!!

Every year we enter a team in the Division First-Aid Competition. In the last several years we have placed very well. We finally have our name on the 1st Place Overall Trophy, have finished 2nd overall 3 times and much to our surprise a 2nd place finish at the Nationals 2 years ago. This year the National Competition is in Calgary, and we plan to be there. But first comes the Division Competition at Snow Valley in February. See you all there.

We must all keep supporting our Division and National Executive to keep the wheels of this machine rolling. We need to talk it up on safe snow sliding and get the message out on the SNOWSMART program. Promote safety in and around our resorts. Get those Beenie-Babies out there with the intended message. Push the Code of Responsibility cards so more snow sliders are aware of the hazards of this great sport. 

As part of the Ontario Division we must all do our best to keep up to all of the requirements that come with being part of THE DIVISION. 

On the Fund-raising side of things, BINGO is being very good to us. We have a core group of about 8 Patrollers that are always there. Still trying to get more Patrollers to commit to a schedule. A NO-SMOKING BY-LAW in the District may close our bingo hall sometime in the New-Year. It comes up for vote very soon. We should all contact our local Politicians and make them understand that the community will suffer if these entertainment venues are closed. Some charities will cease to exist due to funding constraints. Our Bingo Hall has a no-smoking room and is exempt by a Huntsville Town By-law. The new District By-law will overturn this if it is passed. 27 charities benefit from one Bingo Hall in Huntsville. 

When the snow is gone and we’re not out water-skiing, playing golf, or cycling, we play a weekly game of mixed slo-pitch. This is a good way of keeping in touch in the off-season. We are quite a social bunch, potlucks and other group get-togethers.

Where are we? You will find Huntsville on Highway 11 about 2 hours north of Toronto, about 2 hours south of North Bay. Huntsville has a population of about 18,000 full time residents and another 6,000 seasonal residents. Close to 60% of our towns revenue comes from the tourist industry. Huntsville has many diverse resorts offering year round accommodation and many recreational activities, making this area a favourite amongst many visitors to Muskoka. Hidden Valley Highlands Ski Area is located east on Highway 60 in Hidden Valley. The club was founded 30 years ago and remains a great family ski area to visit. It’s visitors come from all walks of life, such as European tourists who want to give it a try, to dedicated Torontonians who grew up skiing here and are now teaching their kids to ski. But of course we have our locals who are just happy to have a ski resort close by. Hidden Valley offers a variety of terrain from beginner to expert with all the amenities of larger resorts including a half-pipe and Terrain Park for the Boarders.

Arrowhead Provincial Park is located just north of Huntsville and offers a variety of winter activities including X-Country Skiing, skating and tubing.


So now all we need is the powdery white stuff to cover our green hills. If you want to visit the area in any season please give us a call and we will try to show you a good time.

To contact our Alpine Patrol Leader call Dan O’Neill at 705-385-8056



Nordic Patrol Leader call Peggy Deming-Malloy at 705-789-6823



Recruiting Officer call Mark Hutley at 705-789-0363

That’s all for now….think snow…lots of it.

Jay Neill

President

Muskoka Zone

