A BRIEF NOTE ON THE STUDY OF WATER BAPTISM

Text:
“Then Peter said unto them, Repent and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost”.(Acts 2:38)

What is Water Baptism?

1. This is a counsel of God. (Luke 7:30) “But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of him”.
2. This is a commandment of God.(John 1:33)
This is a commandment of Jesus.(Matthew 28:19)

4.  This is emanated from heaven: (Mat.21:25; Mark 11:30; Luke 20:4-5)
5.  This is to join  or put on  Christ.  It is not to join a church or a congregation.  Galatians 3:27; Romans 6:3-4.
6.  This is the initial step to enter into the kingdom of God.(John 3:5)

Explanation required  on verses 3 and 5.  The first is a seeing experience and  the second an entering experience.  There is misinterpretation that both verses 3 and 5 are same i.e. ‘Born again’ or what we call conversion.  Read the verse 5 again. There is a conjunction ‘and’ between born of water and born of the Spirit. Because of the conjunction ‘and’ the verse 5 speaks of two things. For another example see Acts 2:38. Repentance and baptism result remission of sins. We shall learn more later as to how  two types of sins are remitted!
Different aspects of the Kingdom of God:
Seeing: John 3:3; Entering: John 3:5; Not far from :Mark 12:30; Comes in Power: Mark 9:1; Righteousness, Peace & Joy in the Holy Ghost: Rom.14:7.

Before we go any further on water baptism  it would be better for us to understand  how one could be born again. 

Biblical references: (1 Pet.1:23; Luke 8:11;  James 1:18; John 1:12-13; John 3:16; Rom.10:9-10).

Remove all misconception that one received the Holy Spirit when he or she accept Jesus as his or her personal saviour. (John 14:17; 7:38-39; 6:63) Conversion (Born again).

Water Baptism and Receiving the Holy Spirit or Baptism in the Holy Spirit are three distinct and separate experiences-three works of grace. Believing in Jesus itself is an act.(John 6:28-29) 

7.  Water Baptism is a commandment attached with a promise(Acts 2:38)

8.  To receive the Holy Spirit and to ensure his indwelling in us for ever we must take water baptism. It is a promise.( John 14:16)
9.  It is water of  regeneration (Titus 3:5) It must be added to the word.

Eph.5:26. In other words, one must receive water baptism after receiving the word. The correct translation is “cleansing it with water and the word.  Here again we notice a conjunction ‘and’. Most of the Bible teachers wrongly interpret and tell us that water is word! They totally miss the real meaning that there is a sanctifying effect in water baptism if  we take it according to the scripture.

9.  In Water Baptism, the natural man dies (Rom: 6:6).  The body of sin inherited              through Adamic lineage  is removed or destroyed.

10.   A newness of life takes place (Rom:6:4)

11.   Taking a stand  that sin no more dominate the baptized.(Rom.6:6)

12.  To Share Jesus death and  resurrection.

Remission of Sins

We are sinners by two ways:

1) Sinners by wicked works: (Col.1:21; Psalm 51:5)

2) Sinners by Nature (Eph 2:3) Inherited sin (not committed by us).

1 John 1:7 and 9: Repentance or Confession is made for our committed sins.
We do not confess any sins which we did not commit. So there is a sin in us that we committed not. This will not be reckoned or accounted when we were beyond  the jurisdiction of the law of God (children for example). This is that original sin that descended throughout humanity from Adam. (Rom.5:12)
Sin that is inherited.

Rom.5:12. “ Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. V.13) For until the law sin was in the world.  But  sin is not imputed when there is no law.  For children or infants- sin is not imputed. (Read Rom.4:15, 5:13, 7:8). When the children reach their understanding age, they  become accountable for both their committed and inherited sins. Being buried together with Jesus Christ, our old man dies. The natural man is put to death by our obedience.  By baptism Satan’s  last claim on us is being cut off and a newness of life emerges.

Now let us study Acts.2:38. Repentance + Baptism =Remission of Sins.

Because there is a conjunction ‘and’ between the word ‘repent’ and ‘be baptized’ it is obvious that the removal of  certain  sin is involved in  Water Baptism also. We are not following  the theologians premise but we are following the word of God.  Biblical Examples: Acts 8.38; Mat.3:16 ;John 3:23(there was much water)

Scriptural Baptisms (Two)

1)John’s Baptism; This is out-dated: Symbolic baptism.(Acts.19:3;1Cor.10:1,2)

2)Christian baptism: Now applicable.

(Rom 6:3-6; Colos.2:12; Acts 2:38; Acts 8:12; 10:48; 19:1-6)
Conclusion: The Operational Effects in Water Baptism

1) There is washing and cleansing  (Acts 22:16; Eph.5:26)

            2) Birth- Entrance to Kingdom of God(John 3:5)

3) Death and Burial Rom. (6:3-6; Colos. 2:12)

4) Salvation (Mark 16:16) ;1Pet.3:21; Titus 3:5-7

5) Sanctification Eph 5:26,27; 
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